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pisa range tourpisa range tourpisa range tourpisa range tour                a  t a s t e  o f  t h e  w i n t e r  b a ck co un t r y   
 
Join us for a unique opportunity 
to go beyond the ski area 
boundary into the backcountry 
with the security of your own 
qualified guide. 
 
This is the easy way to cruise over 
rolling hills and experience what the backcountry touring buzz is about.   This may 
even be your chance to experience your first turns down a virgin snow slope.  Ooooh ! 
 
Aspiring Guides provide a relaxed way to learn the basics of snowboard, telemark, 
alpine or nordic touring.  Tourers preferring to use only snowshoes and poles are most 
welcome.   
 
Kirtle Burn hut is a DoC hut and has 7 bunks.    We spend two nights here in the Pisa 
Range Conservation Area.   Awake high in the mountains ready for more.   
 
 
We don’t need any technical gear such as axes and crampons, but we do need to carry 
our personal clothes and a sleeping bag to the hut.  We will aim to tour with a light 
day pack each day.   
 
I stand spellbound. Below me is a snow slope 
of such absolute purity I expect to wake from 
this dream at any moment. But the cold 
mountain air I inhale and the glare of the 
snow are more than real. I pause before 
pushing off, to allow my overloaded senses to 
become accustomed to the surroundings. So 
much adrenaline. It is a handicap to good 
technique and I want to sign this slope 
perfectly, with tracks that do justice to the 
surroundings.  My guide beckons from below 
and I push off into the fall-line. Such snow, 
gossamer, engulfing my boots, there is no resistance and it is as if I'm floating through a 
cloud. The sensation is exquisite and I don't want it to end. 
  
 
 
 

 

you will come away withyou will come away withyou will come away withyou will come away with    
� An exhilarating backcountry touring experience 
� an introduction to avalanche transceivers 
� practice using avalanche transceivers  
� techniques using updated touring gear 
� improved transition time - downhill to uphill  
 

 

 

 

season 
mid July to mid September 

 
 

price 
three days 

 NZ$750 per person (3+ pax) 
NZ$950 per person (2 pax) 

 
 

access 
tour in and out from Snowfarm 

carpark 
 
 

guide ratio 
1:6 maximum 

 
 

 included 
all meals and energy foods 

hut fees 
 

bonus  
1 day weather 
contingency 

 
 

Code 2011 tour dates 

PR#1 Jul 15-16-17 

PR#1a Jul 23-24-25 

PR#2 Jul 29-30-31 

PR#3 Aug 9-10-11  

PR#4 Aug 29-30-31 

PR#5 Sep 23-24-25 
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sample itinerarysample itinerarysample itinerarysample itinerary    
day one  

Meet your guide in Wanaka at our office 8:30am.  Check equipment and make final preparations.  
Drive one hour to Pisa Conservation area.   From here we “sign in” to the Conservation area, and 
tour 3 hours to Kirtle Burn Hut.   Afternoons can be spent skiing local bowls or having a lesson 
sharpening your downhill skills.    

day two  
Day tour to the spectacular summit plateau and Column Rocks with majestic views of Mnt. Aspiring 
and the Southern Alps.  The gentle rolling terrain is great for learners with some steeper bowls for 
the more advanced. 

day three  
A gentle ski downhill track leads back to the roaring Meg valley and a short uphill back to the main 
trail head.  For the more adventurous a longer route down the wilder Prince Burn is available.

  

logisticslogisticslogisticslogistics    
duration 3 days  

price NZ$ 750 per person  (3+pax)   We accept groups of up to 6 
NZ$ 950 per person (2 pax) 

access Tour in and out from Snowfarm base 

season mid July to mid September  
guide-client ratio 1 guide  :  6 clients  max 

prerequisites A moderate to high level of fitness is required for this trip. Suitable for beginner to advanced 
skiers/boarders. Participants need to carry a backpack approximately 8-10kg to the hut on the first 
day 

bonus all meals and energy snacks, hut fees, one day weather contingency 

what if the weather is bad?   
If the area is closed, we will “roll” the tour to the following day.   

Join a tourJoin a tourJoin a tourJoin a tour    
Code 

2011 tour 
dates 

PR#1 Jul 15-16-17 

PR#1a Jul 23-24-25 

PR#2 Jul 29-30-31 

PR#3 Aug 9-10-11  

PR#4 Aug 29-30-31 

PR#5 Sep 23-24-25 
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what do I bring?what do I bring?what do I bring?what do I bring?                     
Please check out the required equipment list (and the detailed notes that are included) on our website at : 
 
http://www.aspiringguides.com/dyn_documents/equipment_pr_10_11.pdf 
 

we care about youwe care about youwe care about youwe care about you    
We want to maximise your chance of having a mountain experience that is successful and enjoyable therefore we offer 
a bonus one day weather contingency on all courses, trips and ascents. Our philosophy here at Aspiring Guides is such 
that we aim to cover all aspects of a backcountry trip with you.  This includes preparatory housekeeping matters too: 
let us know what you do/don't like eating, any allergies/medical conditions, and any special requests.  We recognise 
that the outdoor world presents a challenge right from the start; namely; getting the detailed information, selecting 
the right option and having faith in the guiding company you decide to invest your time and money with. 

 

location and itinerarylocation and itinerarylocation and itinerarylocation and itinerary    
We will meet you in Wanaka at the scheduled appointment time, usually 5pm on the evening before your trip start.  
The Aspiring Guides office is situated at 99 Ardmore Street, Wanaka on the main thoroughfare and only 50 metres from 
the shores of Lake Wanaka.  Wanaka is the gateway to the Mount Aspiring National Park, and the Southern Alps.  Our 
office staff can offer advice with accommodation and shuttle reservations, and of course, local attractions.  Wanaka is 
very popular during the winter ski season.  Please arrange your accommodation as early as possible.   

 

booking and cancellationsbooking and cancellationsbooking and cancellationsbooking and cancellations    
NZ$500 deposit per person confirms your booking.  Full payment must be made 60 days before commencement date.  
Should you cancel your booking for any reason you will receive a full refund less a cancellation fee: more than 60 days 
NZ$200 per person, between 60 and 30 days NZ$500 per person, between 29 and 15 days 75% of the total course or trip 
fee.  Cancellation less than 15 days or during your trip no refund will be given. 

weatherweatherweatherweather    
Let’s explain the one day weather contingency …  Aspiring Guides provide a free one day weather contingency in case 
the field is closed on day one.  Your start day could be delayed by one day.    
 
The mountains are immune to human plans and expectations.  We need to make our plans flexible to allow for 
inclement weather and other unfavourable conditions.  When the weather is bad in the mountains we will make a 
decision whether to attempt entering the mountains each given day.  We do not believe that entering the high country 
soaked to the skin and a bad forecast is a good idea.  Your guides are very experienced and will attempt to the best of 
their ability to make the best decision they can.  In the unlikely event adverse weather prevents a trip from 
immediately moving into the mountains, we will delay the trip for a day.   
 
In the unlikely event of a trip being held up longer than anticipated in the mountains, for any reason, AN ADDITIONAL 
CHARGE OF NZ$450 PER GUIDE PER DAY IS CHARGED (this is a cost price and will be divided between the trip 
participants).  Your guide/s are working until you return to our offices at the trip finish. 

meals and snacksmeals and snacksmeals and snacksmeals and snacks    
Energy snacks and nutritious meals are an essential ingredient in helping you perform to your highest standard.  We 
provide excellent meals and plenty of it.  We cater for your specific dietary requirement. 
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valuables and luggagevaluables and luggagevaluables and luggagevaluables and luggage    
Additional luggage and valuables can be securely stored at our office during your trip. 
    
insuranceinsuranceinsuranceinsurance    
We strongly recommend that all our clients carry travel insurance which covers you while travelling to and from NZ, 
luggage mishaps, and in case you have to cancel your trip.  The New Zealand Accident Compensation System (ACC) will 
cover most of the expenses relating to an evacuation and/or medical treatment/rehabilitation in the unlikely event of 
an accident occurring.  This service may not apply to evacuation costs for personal medical conditions.  You are not 
entitled to bulk payments for compensation and you cannot claim damages for costs under the ACC act (no legal action 
can be made in NZ).  Whilst our focus is on safety we will not be responsible for any evacuation or medical costs 
resulting from any accident.  Likewise equipment damage or loss remain your responsibility.  Some insurance 
companies can provide adventure activities’ cover – if you wish to investigate this option further, please contact our 
office for information. 

 

communication and messagescommunication and messagescommunication and messagescommunication and messages    
Our climbing trips and courses are in radio and phone communications with our Operations/Safety base and the 
Department of Conservation local office that manages each National park area.  We obtain weather information and 
coordinate helicopters through these channels.  In some circumstances mountain radio links are available for the relay 
of any urgent messages.   

 
how hard will the how hard will the how hard will the how hard will the triptriptriptrip be?  be?  be?  be?  
Initially the trip will be structured around instruction of techniques whilst acclimatising you to the mountain 
environment.  Most days will involve 8 hours of activity.  Some aspects of the mountains may seem foreign at the 
outset, but your guide is there to help ease you through these new challenges.  

 

fitness & healthfitness & healthfitness & healthfitness & health    
To make the most of your learning experience it is advisable to be fit enough to partake in the activities with enough 
stamina to get the most participation and enjoyment.  Your guide places special focus on fitness levels and will 
regulate the pace accordingly.   

 

how to bookhow to bookhow to bookhow to book    
To register for a trip, you can book online through our excellent website.  Your deposit of NZ$500 may be paid by Visa 
or Mastercard, or bank transfer.  The forms required can be found on our website.  Our booking terms and conditions 
are detailed on our online booking form on our website.  Balance of payment is required 60 days before your trip start.   
 
We will send an appointment email approximately 4 weeks before your trip is due to commence.  We will provide final 
information and ask for more information from you, e.g. dietary requirement, trip objectives and/or concerns, height 
and weight, fitness and any equipment rental required. 
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We look forward to sharing your aspirations…. 
 and the opportunity of climbing with you in the future  

        
the teamthe teamthe teamthe team @ aspiring guides  
 
 
 
 

 


